
D. Complicated Living 

o This system of categorizing and maintaining things was 

complicated and sometimes exhausting. 

o Especially challenging were accidental situations where 

people through no fault of their own became unclean. 

▪ There were sacrifices for “unintentional sins” 

where one had violated some requirement but was 

not aware of it. Lev. 4:1ff.; Num. 15:22ff. 

▪ One purpose for this complicated way of living was 

to illustrate how greatly sin had permeated the 

world and what a barrier it created between man 

and God. Psalm 19:12. 

• It was virtually impossible for the average 

person to avoid contamination completely. 

• The only exception was Jesus. While Jesus 

kept the Law perfectly, there’s no indication 

that he became accidentally unclean while 

ministering to unclean people. He was the 

ultimate cleansing agent. 

o The coming of Jesus and his completion of the Law 

brought this system to an end. 

▪ Christians are not obligated to keep any of the 

ritual laws of the OT (though we can learn moral 

lessons from them). 

▪ Christ has both cleansed and sanctified us through 

his saving work. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. 
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I. Introduction 

• Occasion for this Study: Recent study where Saul 

thinks David was accidentally “unclean” (1 Sam 20:26). 

• Many Other Stories 

o Up-Front Issue Stories 

▪ Numbers 9:1-14. Some Hebrews who missed out 

on Passover because they had to bury a relative, 

so they are given an alternative. 

▪ Leviticus 13:34-46. Lepers must cry “Unclean, 

unclean!” and live separately until they are cured. 

▪ Tobit 2:9 (apocryphal). Tobit was secretly burying 

dead Jews in Nineveh during the captivity. When 

he got home, he’d sleep outside until cleansed. 

▪ Luke 2:22. Mary had to return to the Temple 40 

days after birthing to end her cleanness (Lev 12). 

o Behind-the-Scenes Stories 

▪ Mark 5:24-35. The woman with the issue of blood. 

In addition to her pain, she had to live separately 

from others because she was unclean. 



• Importance of this Study: The topic of (un)cleanness is 

not well understood by Christians. 

o As Christians we think of “holy” and “clean” as the 

same, and “unholy” and “unclean” as the same. 

o We agree there are grey areas, but ordinarily we see 

life as fitting into two basic categories. 

o But God’s Law established for Israel a 3-category 

system for life: Holy, Clean, and Unclean. 

II. The Levitical Code 

E. Key Text-- Leviticus 11-15. This portion contains the 

largest amount of material on what is clean or unclean. 

F. Key Distinctions: Being “holy” is not necessarily the 

same as being “clean.” Someone who is “clean” might 

not be considered “holy,” but all things considered holy 

are considered “clean.” Someone or something that is 

“defiled” is neither clean or holy but “unclean.” 

G. Categories of Thought 

 

Main Categories 
 

HOLY 
 

CLEAN 
 

UNCLEAN 
 

Related Terms Set apart  
Sanctified 

 

Common 
Profane 

Cleansed 

Polluted 
Defiled 

Contaminated 

 

o Notice that words like “righteous” and “evil” are not 

usually used in these categories.  

o A person could be unholy in one sense but still 

righteous if he was outwardly and inwardly clean. An 

unholy thing or person is good if it is also clean. 

o Complicating all this is the reality that there are 

degrees of holiness. 

▪ In one sense, all Israel was to be holy. Lev. 11:45. 

▪ But in other another sense, the priests were holy 

while the people are common. 

▪ The Tabernacle as a whole was holy, the first 

chamber was more holy, and the inner chamber 

was the holy of holies. 

o Things could move from one category to the other by 

many ways. 

▪ Through iniquity (like willful transgression or 

neglect). 

▪ By accident (like sickness or incidental contact) 

▪ On purpose (like decommissioning a Nazarite, or 

retiring a temple pitcher). 

o Things that lose their holiness have been profaned;  

they can be holy again thru rituals of sanctification. 

o Things that lose their cleanness have been polluted; 

they can be clean again thru rituals of cleansing.  

 

 


